
 

MAY HE REST IN PEACE:  Joseph Paul Moya:  May 15, 1951  - October 3, 2022 
 

    

Joseph Moya:  Super Volunteer  (from Friends of Whitfield Summer 2022 Newsletter) 

The Friends would like to highlight a super volunteer this month. His name is Joseph Moya. He and his family 
have lived in Valencia County for many generations. Joseph has contributed to Whitfield’s historical records by 
sharing his knowledge of the area and has identified the various owners as well as what the property was used 
for prior to becoming the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area. Joseph remembers the Whitfield area when it 
was primarily alfalfa fields that attracted hundreds of Sandhill Cranes. His family owns the farm that abuts the 
Whitfield to the north. Farming 85 acres of organic alfalfa, he 
recently shared that he planted one of the first trees at 
Whitfield in 2003.   

Joseph is an elected supervisor on the Valencia Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board. He currently holds the position of 
Treasurer and first joined the Board from 1974 - 1977 then 
returned in 1985. Joseph is the longest serving member of the 
Board and has volunteered for over 20 years holding the 
position of Treasurer twice and Board Chair for several years as 
well. Joseph is proud to have also served as the Board’s 
parliamentarian, keeping the Board complaint with proper 
procedures. When asked why he has participated in VSWCD Board, he answered that he gets the same 
satisfaction as he did when he was a vocational agriculture teacher at Belen High School.   

Joseph is especially interested in teaching people how to 
farm in an arid climate and stressed the importance of 
laser leveling the field prior to planting. Joseph feels this 
provides better access to water for plants. He also is 
especially interested in promoting Financial Assistance to 
local farmers through the VSWCD and wants to share his 
knowledge of farming to our community which helps 
future generations enjoy the fruits of their labor.   

Recently, Joseph and his brother Ron played a significant 
role in preventing the Big Hole fire from doing more 
damage than it did at Whitfield. He explained that when 
they saw the fire was burning weeds along the shared fence line between Whitfield and his family’s farm, they 
knew the fire was threatening the Northeast corner of the Whitfield preserve and the adjacent Moya family 
residences. They requested permission to cut through the fence, enter the Whitfield land and begin disking the 
land with their tractor to create firebreaks thus preventing the fire from spreading.   

Due to their quick thinking, they saved many trees growing in the Northeast corner of the Whitfield, while 
protecting the Moya family’s longtime home (which was directly in the line of fire if Whitfield’s northeastern 
forest area burned). It is amazing how many interesting and knowledgeable people are working to preserve our 
beautiful Whitfield and how we can count Joseph as one of these unique and important individuals. 

Joseph working his family’s hay fields 

Joseph at his Feb. 10th 2022 VSWCD Swearing In 
Ceremony, accompanied by his best friend Peggy 
Gutjahr 


